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Welcome to the 2018 camping season! I hope that this guide finds the answers 
to many of your questions you might have about camping at Camp McKee. Over the 
last several years the camp has undergone many different changes to the program, so 
it is important that you take note of the different parts of this guide—whether it is your 
first time attending or your 40th. 
 

I would invite you to pay special attention to our high adventure programs: the 
McKee Adventure Program (MAP) and also the Venturing Ranger Week. The MAP 
program was piloted two years ago and is designed for older Scouts to still attend camp and be there for the 
younger Scouts, but at the same time allowing the older Scouts to have their own adventure. We understand 
that as boys grow older the typical merit badge program becomes less appealing, so with that in mind we 
created a fun filled adventure week for these Scouts. A sample schedule is available in this guide.  
 

Our second high adventure program is Venturing Ranger Week. This program has undergone a huge 
rework this year. Instead of creating a program designed to complete Ranger Award requirements that some 
Venturers may have completed already, we are now offering a more customized approach to the week. 
Venturers will now be able to utilize merit badge instructors to complete key Ranger Award requirements, and 
then work with the high adventure staff to complete parts the typical merit badge does not satisfy.  
 

Along with these program changes, we have also updated our menu from previous years. Last year was 
a trial run for our new and improved menu, and the feedback from the Scouts was excellent. A sample menu is 
attached in the guide and I invite you to look at it.  
 

If you are just looking through our guide to decide if you want to come to Camp Mckee—I invite you to 
give us a try. If you are a frequent flyer, I want to thank you for choosing to come back. Your support helps the 
camp and the Scouts that attend it. If you have any questions, please feel free to email me! I will be happy to 
respond. 
 
Yours in service, 
Aaron Shepherd 
Camp Director 
director@campmckee.org   
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ǒ The Leader's Guide has been redesigned! Special thanks to Nathan 
Vick for the support. With that said, please let us know if you 
notice any typos or errors that we missed. Please email those to 
Aaron Shepherd at ​director@campmckee.org​. 

 
ǒ The Dan Beard area requirements and special notes have been 

updated. Please pay special attention to those updates.  
 

ǒ The high adventure program pages have been updated. Please 
refer to the McKee Adventure Program and Ranger Week for 
updated information.  
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The history of Camp McKee is rich in diversity. Native Americans occupied east central Kentucky before 
the early European settlers arrived. Grape Knob would have offered a good observation point from which 
Daniel Boone or a Shawnee could view the surrounding land. The courthouse in Mt. Sterling was built with 
stone mined from Grape Knob when it served as a rock quarry. McKee has a special sense of place.  
 

In 1920, Mrs. Gertrude P. McKee began piecing together 
the land which would become known as Camp McKee. On 
March 31, 1945, seven tracts of land totaling more than 300 
acres were deeded over to the Blue Grass Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America by P.L. and Gertrude McKee for one dollar. 
The first official camporee was held in 1946, and for several 
years after, fall camporees were held. Additional parcels of land 
were added in the late 1950s, and the camp property now 
consists of more than 800 attractive acres.  
 

In early April 1959, clearing and lumbering for the camp 
lake began, proceeding concurrently with work on the waterfront, 
activity areas, campsites, administration lodge, health lodge, 
trading post and Keeneland Dining Hall. The first camp ranger, 
Walt Ferrell, took up residence in his new home at the camp 
entrance early in 1960, and on June 10 of that year, the first of 
1300 boys who were to use the facility during its initial summer 
camping season arrived.  
 

The Pioneer Mountain Trail was hiked and laid out by 
Scouts in late 1960 and early 1961. The chapel and picnic area 
were the next items built. The chapel was dedicated on June 28, 
1962 with churches in the Blue Grass Council donating nearly 
half of the funds for the project. In 1976, five more campsites, 
showers, and a pedestrian bridge were built. During the same 
era, the OA Building was designed and constructed.  
 

On March 31, 2001, a groundbreaking took place, 
celebrating a new season of construction at Camp McKee. The 
new construction began with a new dining facility named 
Stamler Hall, built to seat about 350 people and sport a “state of 
the art” kitchen. Also constructed were Karrick Retreat Lodge, a 
new climbing tower, a C.O.P.E. Course, and a Handicraft Lodge. 

  
Named after the late P. L. McKee and Gertrude McKee 

(the original land donors), Camp McKee has been serving the Scouting community for over 70 years. Located 
just 8 miles from Interstate 64, near its junction with Interstate 75, McKee is easily accessible to the entire 
Eastern United States. McKee’s location puts us within minutes of the Red River Gorge, the Daniel Boone 
National Forest, and Cave Run Lake. This enhances our summer camp program and makes us a great base 
camp for troops and crews year-round. 

 
Camp McKee is proud to be a Nationally Accredited Camp by the Boy Scouts of America. Don’t miss 

out on the exciting opportunity to learn new skills or hone existing talents at Camp McKee this summer! 
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