“SCOUT REFORESTATION PROJECT”
Reports show that approximately 2 million of Kentucky’s 25 million total acres of land has the
potential to be reforested. To that end, Energy and Environment Cabinet Secretary Len Peters recently
proposed a long-term reforestation project on both public and private lands throughout the
Commonwealth that are deemed suitable and available. The project initially utilizes Kentucky’s Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts to assist with the planting of bare root tree seedlings produced by the Kentucky
Division of Forestry. The goal for this project is to plant 1 million seedlings per year for twenty years,
making it currently the most ambitious tree planting project of its kind in the nation. The project has been
branded “Kentucky’s 20/20 Vision for Reforestation...20 Million Seedlings In 20 Years”.

“Potential Scout Tree Plantings - KY Reforest Events”
th

1. Reforest Northern Kentucky – Campbell County, March 29
http://www.nkyurbanforestry.org/SitePages/Events-Reforest-2014.html
Coordinator: Crystal Courtney (ccourtney@covingtonky.gov)
2. Reforest Frankfort – Salato Wildlife Center, April 5
https://www.facebook.com/ReForestFrankfort

th

Coordinator: Jody Thompson (jody.thompson@ky.gov)
th

3. Reforest the Bluegrass – Hisle Park (Lexington), April 12
http://www.lexingtonky.gov/index.aspx?page=2864
Coordinator: John Saylor (jsaylor@lexingtonky.gov)

For your information:
Experience has shown that the rate of planting tree seedlings varies significantly with the age and
previous planting experience of the planters, as well as the conditions of the planting site. We anticipate
that few of our Scouting volunteers will have had any previous planting experience, and that a majority of
the planting sites will be of average condition. Planting should be done in four-person teams...three youth
planters and one adult adviser. One youth will use the spade/shovel to make the hole, and the other two
youth will plant the seedling and help cover it with dirt. The adult will assist and advise. Thus, by using
this method we are estimating that the number of seedlings that can be planted by a four-person team
(boys, girls, or both) will be as follows:



Ages 7-12...10-12 seedlings per hour
Ages 13-18...12-15 seedlings per hour

For more information visit the Council Website for Planting Instructions
Questions: Contact Mark Roland, 859-231-7811 or 859-492-3519

